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! Residents Weigh in on

By MORAG MACLACHLAN

Five residenis who had
been instrumiental in bringing
the Community Prescevation
Act to lowa five years ao
critiqued the work of the
Community Prescevation
Commilice on Thursday
ntoming,

David Ed
McGlinchey, Angela
Scicszka, Kay Foster and
Ruth Rowley gathicred in the
Mural Roum with the CPC 1o
share their opiniont of the
committee’s work thus far
and ways it conld imprave fue
the next five years.

“We're concermed the new
Projects being presentcd fio
the CIC for CPA funds{ are
vory eapensive amd do o
represenl the priorities of the
CPA Hlines said. "We fecl
you need a sct of guidelines
showing the intentions of the
volers relitive (o Spending,
We want 1o make sure afl the
legs are cqually funded and
that constitucnts hnuw it’s pot
an unlimited fund.”

The three legs of CPA
funding are open space, his-
torical  preservation and
affordable housing. Hincs
praised the commiittce for its
work in saving the O°Neit
Fae, the Delano property
and eestering the Island Crech
lsh Ladder and coof on the
King Cacsar House. However,
2 couple of residents feli
recent projecis, such as the
Wright  Building and the
Tarkiln Cosmmunity Ceanter,
should net have CPC support.

“Tarkiln is a town build-
ing. s a lown decision, It
should not be a CPA project
just bhecause the money is
there,™ Fuoster said.

“Some  projects,  like
Tarkiln, vse CPA funds as a
Substitute  for the 1own,”
Scics/ka said. “They look 1o
CIA fums o substitute whai
the town should by spending.
This  happencd  with the
Wright Building to some
exlent, ton.”

Hines suggested the CPC

Hines,

¢ fer crafling
fue hearing project peopaosals,
Hle said hie wanted (o prevent
the

siluation  that
Hingha

just
when

Davld Hinas, Ed McGlinchey,
Rulh Rowloy asked the CPC
tequasts for CPA tunding.

CPC Vice Chairwoman Pal
Loring thanked the live resi-
dents who came fo tha com-
mitlee’s meeling last Thursday
moraing lor sharing their
Ihoughts abgut how the group
shauld aperals in the tuture.

veers moved (o close down
e CPA.

“What is happening is akin
W a fecding frenzy. People
arc wanting full funding,
which could crealc voler
backlash,” Hines said. “I
think we are a1 a lipping
point. Developing a set of
guidelines makes your jab
casier and it gives the town
somcthing to work with,”

CPC  Chairwaman  Pat
Loring <3id the CPC has no
cuntrol over whal projeuts are
brought befure ihe commit-
tec.

morc towns and cities adopt.
el the CPA. that the siane
natch of 100 percent wouly
change. Foster disagreed.

“The trend is that towns
don’t scem willing to tax
themsclves to join." Fosicr
said.

She added that in the past,
the CPC had purchased prap-
crties, knowing the moncy (o
fully fund the project was
forthcoming. Foster sugpest.
cd instituting a moratorium to
build up a reserve. CPC
Trease. er Genrge Wadsworth
and CPC member Sarianna
Seewald  disagresd  with
Fuster, saying that land acyui-
sition was timely, and waiting
to mave on this type of proj.
cct could wean losing ilie par.
cel altiugether. In respnse o
building a feserve,
Wadsworth said the CIC did
not have inany reguesis for
Annual Town Meetipg this
coming March, which meant
rescrves cnuld be built,

Scicszka suggesied that
the CPC buy land and set it
asidde for future projects.

“The CPA could be a fund
lo buy land for open space.
histurical preservation and
housing,”  Scieszka  said.
“Buy the laed and put it aside
until the project is ready to
go. I's 3 simple. clcan
approach to the three tices.™

Rowlcy atked the CPC 10

“0 think we are at a lipping peinl. Develaping 2 sel of guida-
lines makes yaur job sasier and it gives the town semathing

to work with,"

-David Hinas

“Before it was upen space
and now it’s historic preser-
vation. We get an uneven
amount of projects,” Loring
53id. “Guidglines would prob.
ably hetp.”

Hiacs suggesied the CPC
ake a five-year look at itx
goals, stating with a town.-
wide survey to determing how
volers viewed the division of
CPA furds totaling about $2
million annually.

“This issue is making the
program match what the vast
majotity of people want.”
Hines said.

CPC member Tony Kelso
$3id he was cancemed that as

Angela Scieszka, K3y Faster and
to create guidelinas for hearing

be firm with applicants (hat
Iheir proposed projects be
well thought out 2nd held dur-
ing a public hearing su that
the towaspeople could pro-
vide input.
o "The aimusphere we arc in
it *0've gotan idea. "Il get the
moncy and then think about
the wrinkles,” Rowley said.
*“The CPC aceds (o say “don’t
bring us an idca uniess it's
been thought through.*”
McClinchey, who used 10
be 3 member of the CPC, said
the commitice’s approach 1o
presenting articles at town
meeting needs lo change ac
well to ensure that Ihe board
is neutral and only offcrs its
tecommendation,  allowing
the group making the prupas.
3l to spcak on lown meening
floor, Hines said he and the
other residents who anended
the CPC's meeting on
Thursday would be willing 1o
help the CPC sdminister a
survcy about the CPA fund 10
the town as well as research
how other towns are coping
wilh the rext five years.
Loring s3id she appreciat.
ed the five residents’ inpul
and promised that the CPC
would have a discussion
about goal setting,



